! viii INTRODUCTION.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES,
AS ORIGINALLY ADOPTED.*

. WEk, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish
justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the gencral
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberly to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and esta-
blish this constitution for the United States of America.

ARTICLE I.—srcTtIioN I.

1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States,
i which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

SECTION 2,

1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year
by the people of the several States; and the electors in each State shall have the qualifications
reguisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature.

2. No person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenty-five
ears, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elécted,
e an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which
may be included within this Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be deter-
mined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a
term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. The actual
enumeration shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the
United States. aml within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by

! law direct. The number of Representatives shall not exceed one lor every thirty thousand, but
each State shall have at least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the
State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three; Massachusetts eight; Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations one; Conuecticul five; New York six; New Jersey four; Pennsyl-
vania eight; Delaware one; Maryland six; Virginia tens North Carolina five; South Carolina
five; and Georgia three.

4, When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, the executive authority
thereof shall issue writs of election to fll such vacancies.

5, The House ol Representatives shall choose their Speaker, and other officers, and shall
have the sole power of impeachment.

SECTION 3.

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State,
chosen by (he Legislature thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote,

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election, they shall
be divided, as equally as may be, into three classes. The seats of the Scnators of the first
class shail be vacated at the expiration of the second year, of the second clags at the expiration
of the fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that oue-thivd
may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, during
the recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof maly make temporary appoint-
ments until the next meefing of the Legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.

3. No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and
been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant
of that State for which he shall be chosen.

4. The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have
no vote, unless they be equally divided. ) .

5. 'The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the
absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the office of President of the United
States, o

6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that
purpose, they shall be on oath or afficmation. When (he President of the United States is
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside; and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence
of two-thirds of the members present.

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office,
and disquahfication to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit, under the United
States; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial,
judgment, and punishment, according to law.

* The Amendments subsequently adopted, and which are now a part of the Constitution, will be found
in the Appendix, at the close of this volume.
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SECTION 4.

1. The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives,
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may, at any time,
by law, make ar alter such regulations, except as to the places of chovsing Senators.

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on
the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

SECTION 5.

1. Fach House shall be the judﬁe of the clections, returns, and qualifications of its own
members; and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller num-
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent
members, in such manner, and under such penalties, as each House may provide.

2. Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish 1ts members for disor-
derly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member.

3. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publish the
same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of
the members of either House, on any question, shall, at the desire of une-ﬁﬁh of those pre-
gent, be entered on the journal. . ’

4, Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two Houses
shall be sitting. -

SECTION 6.

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for their services, to be
ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the United States. They shall, in all cases,
except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attend-
ance at the session of their rquective Houses, and in going to or returning from the same; and
for any speech or debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other place.

2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be
appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United States, which shall have been
created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no person
holding any office under the United States shall be a member of either House during his con--
tinuance in office.

SECTION 7.

1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the
Senate may propose or concur with amendments, as on other bills.

2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate shall,
before it become a law, be presented to the President of the United States; if he approve, he
shall sign it; butif not, he shall retarn it, with his objections, to that House in which it shall
have originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to recon-
sider it.  If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be
reconsidered, aud, il approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall become a law. But in all
such cases the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the
person voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each House respec-
tively. [f any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten days (Sundays excepted
after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he ha
signe]d it, unless the Congress by their adjournment prevent its return, in which case it shall not
be a law,

3. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of the Senate and House of
Representatives may be necessary, (except on a question of adjournment,) shall be presented
to the President of the United States; and before the same shall take effect, shall be approved
by him, or, being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the Senate and House
of Representatives, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.

SEOTION 8.

The Congress shall have power— .

1. Tolay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, and provide for
the common defence and general wellare of the United States; but all duties, imposts, and
excises, shall be uniform throughout the United States:

2, To borcow money on the credit of the United States:

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, and with the
Indian tribes:

4, To establish an uniform rule of natuvalization, and uniform laws on the subject of bank-
ruptcies throughout the United States:

6. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of
weights and measures:

6. 'To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the
United States:

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/iammem/amlaw/ac001/intro4.html
The Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov



X INTRODUCTION.

7. To establish post offices and post roads: ) o .
8. To promote the progress of science and uscful arts, by securing, for limited times, to
' authors and inventors, the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries:
I 9. Toconstitute tribunals mferior to the Supreme Coeurt; to deline and punish piracies and
i felonies committed on the high seas, and offences against the law of nations: ]
! 10. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules eoncerning cap-
| tures on land and water:

11. ‘To raise and support ariniesy but no appropriation of money to that use shall be for a
| lenger term than two years:

12, To provide and maintain a navy: ) _
l 13. To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and paval forces:

14, To provide [or calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur-
rections, and repel invasions: . .

15. To provide lor organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for governing such
part of them as may be emplayed in the service of the United States, reserving to the States
respectively the appointment of the officers, aml the authority of training the militia accord-
ing to the discipline prescribed by Congress: o
. 16. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such district (not exceed.-
ing ten miles ﬁqunm() as niay, by cession of particular States, and (he acceptance of Congress,
become the seat of Government of the United States. and to exercise like authority uver all
places purchased, by the consent of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall be, for
the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful buildings: and,

17. T'o make all laws which shall be necessary and proper lor carrying into execution the
foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this consutation in the Government of the
United States, or in any department or oflicer thereof.

SECTION 9.

1. The migration or imEnrtnfinn of such persons as any of the States now existing shall think
roper to admif, shall not be prohibited by the Congress priov to the year one thousand eight
undred and eight; but a tax or duty may be imposed on such immportation, not exceeding ten

dollars for each person.

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when, in cases
of rebellion or invasion, the public salety may require it.

3. No bill of attainder, or ex post fucto law, shall be passed.

4. No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census or enu-
meration hereinbefore directed to be taken. .

6. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported [rom any State; no preference shall be
given bff any regulation ol commerce or revenue to the ports of one State over those of another;
nor shall vessels bound to or from one State be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

6. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in consequence omppl'upriatiunu made
by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money
shall be published from time to time, _

7. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States, and no person holding any
office of profit or trust_under them shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any
gresent, cinolument, office, or title ol any kind whatever, hiom any King, Prince, or foreign

tate.
seerion 10,

1. No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant leiters of marque
and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender
in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obliga-
tion of contracts; or grant any title of nobility.

2. No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports
or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the
net produce of all duties and imposts laid by any State on imrurts or exports, shall be for the
use of ihe treasury of the United Stales, and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and
control of the Congress. No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of ton-
nage, keep troops or ships of war in time ol peace, enter into any agreement or compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such
imminent danger as will not admit ol delay.

ARTICLE Il.—skeTioN 1.

1. The exzcutive power shall be vested ina President of {lic United States of America. He
shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen
for (he same term, be elected as follows: )

9. Each State shall appoint, in stich manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number
of electors, equal 1o the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may
be entitled in the Congress; but no Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of
trust or profit under the United Slates, shall be appointed an elector.

3. The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for two persons, of
whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall
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make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for eachs which list they shall
gign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the Government of the United States,
directed tfo the President of the S8enate, The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of
the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then he
counted. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such num-
ber be a majority of the whole number of electors appuointed; and if there be more than one who
have such majority, and have an equal number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall
immediately choose, by ballot, one of them for President; and if no person have a majority, then
from the five highest on the list the said House shall, in like manner, choose the President.
But, in chousing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation from each
State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or mmembers from
two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. In every
case, after the choice of the President, the persou having the greatest number of votes of the
electors shall be the Vice President. But iFlhere should remain two or more who have equal
votes, the Senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the Vice President.

4. 'The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which they
shall give their votes; wY\ich day shall be the same throughout the United States,

5. No person, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the time of
the adoptivn of this constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither shall any

rson be eligible to that office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and
gﬁen fourteen years a resident within the United States. .

6. In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resignation, or inability
to discharge the powers and duties of the said oflice, the same shall devolve on the Vice Presi-
dent; and the Congress may, by law, provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or
inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act as Pre-
sident; a.rid such officer shall act accordingly until the disability be remnoved, ora President shall
be elected.

7. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services a compensation, which shall
neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected, and
Itnﬁ shall not receive within that period any other emolument from the United States, or any of

em.

«8. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the following oath or affirma-
tion:
9. “I dosolemnly swear (or aflirm) that T will faithfully execute the office of President of
the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the consti-
tution of the United States.”

SECTION 2.

1. The President shall be commander-in-chief of the arny and navy of the United States,
and of the militia of the several States when called into the actual service of the United States;
he may require {he opinion. in writing, of the principal officer in cach of the executive depart-
ments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices; and he shall have power
to gll‘ant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United States, except in cases of im-

achment.

pe 2. He shall have power, by and with thie advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties,
provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur: and he shall nominate, and, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers, and
consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States whose appoint-
men(s are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law. But the
Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they think proper in the
President alone, in the courts of luw, orin the heads of departiments,

3. The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen during the recess
of the Senate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of their next session.

SEcTION 3.

1. Ie shall, from time to time, give to the Congress information of the state of the Union,
and recommend to their consideration such weasures as he shall jndge necessary and expedient;
he may, on extraordivary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and, in case of
disagreement between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to
such time as he shall think proper; he shall veceive ambassadors and other public ministers; he

ghall take care that the laws be faithfully executed; and shall commission all the officers of the
United States.

sECTION 4.

1. The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the United States, shall be removed
from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and

misdemeanors,
ARTICLE IIl.—secmion 1.

1. The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in
such inferior courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges,
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both of the Supreme and nferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior; and shall,
at stated times, receive for their services a compensation which shall not be dil'l'lil'liSilEd during
their continuance in office.

: SECTION 2.

1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and equity arising under this consti-
tution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their
authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls; to all cases of
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United States shall be a party
to controversies between two or more States; between a State and citizens of another State,
between citizens of different States, between citizens of the same State claiming lands under
grants of dilferent States, and between a State, or the citizens thereol, and foreign States, citi-
zens, or subjects.

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls, and those in which
a State shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall have ori inal jurisdiction, In all the other
cases before mentioned the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and
fact, with such exceptions, and under such regulations, as the Congress shall make. ,

3. The trial of all crumes, excepl in cases ol impeachinent, shall be by jury, and such trial
shall be held in the State where the said crimes shall have been committed; but when not com-
mitted within any State, the trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may by law
have directed.

SECTION 3.

1. "T'reason against the United States shall consist 0n|¥ in levying war against them, or in
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

2. The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason; but no attainder of
treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the person attainted.

ARTICLE IV.—skcrion 1.

1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the public acts, records, and judicial
proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may, by general laws, prescribe the man-
ner in which such acts, records, and proceedings shall be proved, and the eftect thereof,

SECTION 2.

1. "The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in
the several States.

2, A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime, who shall flee from
justice and be found n another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority of the State
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed_to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.

3. No person held to service or labor in one State under the laws thereof, escaping into
another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
or labor; but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.

SEOTION 3.

1. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be
formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State be formed by the
junction of two or more States, or parts of States, without the consent of the Legislatures of the
States concerned, as well as of the Congress.

2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make all needful rules and regulations
respeéting the territory or other property belunFing to the United States; and nothing in_ this
constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any

particular State.
SECTION 4.

1. The United States shall guaranty to every State in this Union a republican form of
Government, and shall protect each of them against invasion; and, on application of the Legis-
lature, or of the Executive, (when the Legislature cannot be convened,) against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V.

1. The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall pro-
pose amendnients to this constitution; or, on _the application of the Legislatures of two-thirds
of the several States, chall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case,
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of this constitution, when ratified by the Legis-
Jatures ol three-fourths of the several States, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the
one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress: Provided, That no
amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, shall
in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that
no State, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/iammem/amlaw/ac001/intro4.html
The Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov



INTRODUCTION. xiil

ARTICLE VI.

1. All debts contracted, and engagements entered into, before the adoplion ol this constitution,
shall be as valid against the United States under this constitution as under the confederation,

2, This constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance
thereofl, and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States,
shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any
thing in the constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding.

3. 'The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several
State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the
several States, shall be bound by oath orfatlirmation to support this constitution; but no religious
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VIIL

1. ‘The ratification of the conventions of nive States shall be sufficient for the establishinent

of this censtitution between the States so vatifying the same.
Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the States present, the seventeenth day of
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and
of the independence of the United States of Amevica the twelfth. In witness whereof

we have hereunto subzcribed our names.
GEORGE WASHINGTON,

President and deputy from Virginia.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
John Langdon,
Nicholas Giliman.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Nathaniel Gorham,
Rulus King.

CONNRCTICUT,

William Samuel Johnson,

Roger Sherman.

NEW YORK.
Alexander Hamillon,
NEW JERSEY.
William Livingston,
David Brearly,
‘William Patterson,
Jonathan Dayton.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Mifilin,
Robert Morris.
George Clymer,
Thomas Fitzsimons,
Jared Ingersoll, -
James V‘?ilsun-..
Governeur Morris,

DELAWARE.
George Read,
Gunning Bedford, Jun.
John Dickinson,
Richard Bassett,
Jacob Broum.

MARYLAND.
James McHenry,
Daniel of St. 'l‘ﬁo. Jeniler,
Daniel Carroll.

VIRGINIA.
Johu Blair,
James Madison, Jun.

NORTH OAROLINA.
William Blount,
Richard Dobbs Spaight,
Hugh Williamson.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
John Rutledge,

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney,
Charles Pinckney,

Pierce Butler.

. GEORGIA.
William Few,
Abraham Baldwin.

Atlest, WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary.

‘The preparatory measures having been taken for bringing the consti-

tution into operation, and the necessary elections of Representatives,
Senators, President, and Vice President, having been held, nothing re-
mained to start it into life but the assembly and organization of the two
Houses of Congress.
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